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Water crises are a global issue…
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Ranking of likelihood & impact of water crises according to WEF

Litres per day Cape Town residents were restricted to

Days Cape Town was from ‘Day Zero’

Of global freshwater abstraction used for agriculture

Acres of land burned across Australia

People without access to safe drinking water



…our national challenges aren’t limited to ‘dry’ areas…
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…and our region has some unique challenges
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851.6 million

4.1 million

400

140km

£8,601

83

Potential deficit across London and the South East

More people across the South East by 2045

SSSIs in the region we serve

Of chalk streams in the South Downs

Government spending per person in the South East

Bathing waters in the region we serve



Temperatures are rising…

6



…and Summers will get hotter and drier
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Our journey



Target 100
Meeting the scale of 

the challenges ahead
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We face big challenges in Hampshire…
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▪ Potential shortfall of 190 million 
litres per day by 2030

▪ Abstraction restricted to protect 
world-renowned chalk streams –
supplying water to more than 
700,000 people

▪ Licence reductions already in place

River 

Test

River 

Itchen



A problem to solve, an opportunity to exploit – or both?
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Independent research
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Target 100
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Effort to save water is shared proportionately by ability to 

contribute, impact and influence change

14



‘Hydraloop’

15



Greater Brighton City Region
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Greater Brighton has unique challenges and opportunities...
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50,000 new homes by 2030

97,000 new residents by 2030

48,000 new jobs by 2030

10th busiest airport in Europe and two international ports

One national park, one AONB, 17 bathing waters and over 100 SSSIs

Climate emergencies declared



…with an ambitious vision…
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Greater Brighton will be a 
modern, growing economy that is 

international, creative, 
connected, talented and resilient

By 2040, Greater Brighton will 
enjoy a resilient, integrated water 

environment, underpinning 
sustainable growth, with a 
popular appreciation of the 

fundamental role water plays.

By 2050, Greater Brighton will 
have a resilient, zero carbon and 

smart energy system that 
enables and supports a 
sustainable and healthy 

economy, environment and 
society.



…so an integrated approach is being taken
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Low carbon heating

Energy saving and efficiency

Renewable generation

Smart Energy Systems

Transport revolution

Investing in our natural capital

Engaging and inspiring 
communities

Catering for sustainable growth

Protecting our water resources

Key themes emerged from the plans…
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Reduce emissions by almost 3,000 
ktCO2

Energy investment company

Expanding partnerships with 
community energy companies

Upskilling the workforce

Increased renewable generation from 
public assets

Average water use of under 100 litres 
per person

More sustainable developments

Increased appreciation of the value of 
water

Water, energy, affordability and flood 
resilience home-visits

Natural capital maps and investment 
programme

…leading to a series of commitments
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Building on existing projects…
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Digital smart energy systems

Energy Investment Company

Greater Brighton Energy Fund

EV charging network

One Public Estate Energy efficiency 

Water neutrality

Lowest PCC in the country

Real-time water information

Growing natural capital

Improved groundwater quality

…to get here in five years
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Key partnerships
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Benefits of water efficiency
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Thank you

Ben Earl
Head of Water Efficiency

ben.earl@southernwater.co.uk
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